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PINKERTON WINS HIGHEST CHAMBER AWARD
Kimberly A. Pinkerton, President, Wabash County Chamber of Commerce, was awarded the Indiana 
Chamber Executive Association’s Chamber Executive of the Year.  This award was initiated to recognize 
the exemplary performance and leadership of an Indiana chamber executive.  Criteria for the award 
include experience, training and education, ethical conduct in dealing with others, leadership, and an 
abiding desire to advance the profession of chamber management.  2011 marks the tenth year that the 
Indiana Chamber Executive Association (ICEA) has honored an excellent leader in the industry.

Ms. Pinkerton was nominated by Wabash County Chamber Board Chair, Mark Sapusek.  “There has never been a chamber 
executive more deserving of the ICEA Chamber Executive of the Year Award than Kim Pinkerton.  Kim has provided 

President.  The Wabash County Chamber of Commerce and the Wabash County community are well served by Kim in her 
role as chamber president.  The Wabash County Chamber of Commerce does more programming for its members and the 
community than most other Chambers that are twice our size.  Without Kim’s leadership and dedication it is unlikely many of 
these programs would be able to be undertaken in the professional fashion that we are used to.  I am very proud of Kim and 
of our chamber staff.  This is a great award and great recognition for the outstanding job that the Wabash County Chamber 
of Commerce does every day,” stated Mr. Sapusek.

In nominating Ms. Pinkerton, Mr. Sapusek sited her outstanding leadership, innovative programming and business growth 
during her twelve year tenure at the Chamber.  She is a pivotal leader, dedicated to collaboration within the chamber, her 
community and at the regional and state level.  She has earned respect from Board members for successfully leading the 

Ms. Pinkerton works alongside her board, fellow staff member and 
volunteers to bring programming opportunities to the membership 
that rival those offered by many larger chambers.  She has a great 
ability to motivate volunteers and hold board members accountable.  
She values professional development for staff and volunteers as key 
to succeeding in the chamber industry.  Ms. Pinkerton is often the 

to her willingness to help peers succeed.  She recently participated 
in the creation of training videos for new chamber executives as 
well as an audio training CD for Glenn Shepard Seminars which 
provides resources for chamber professionals.

Ms. Pinkerton has led sessions at ICEA conferences, always ranking 
high with the program content delivered.  Shelli Williams, ICEA 

commerce professional should be.  She has an outstanding history 
of leading the Wabash County Chamber and she is a 
resourceful mentor to help others raise the professional bar.”

Aaron Cox, WebLink International; Vince Buchanan, President/CEO New 
Haven Chamber of Commerce; Kimberly Pinkerton; Suzanne Huffman, 
Executive Director Wells County Chamber of Commerce; Shelli Williams, 
President Indiana Chamber Executives Association; Steve Robinson, 
Constant Contact

mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
http://www.wabashchamber.org
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HAVE A NEWSWORTHY ARTICLE OR EVENT 
YOU’D LIKE US TO PUBLISH?

Are you holding a special promotion, event or want to congratulate and recognize 
an employee?  We are happy to share your news with the business community. The 
Chamber newsletter deadline for article submission is the 3rd Monday of the month prior 
to publication. Email your news and pictures to: info@wabashchamber.org or fax news to 
260.563.6920.

Thorne Insurance Agency, Inc. announced the presentation of the 2010 TSP 
(Top Sales Producer) Award to Jason C. Dawes.  Only one of these award are 
presented each year.  The award is earned by being the top sales producer 
in the company for standard written property and casualty business for the 
year.  Jason excelled in 2010 in new written business to earn the award.

Wabash Friends Counseling Center offers the next seminar in their 
Leadership Series on  April 14, 12:00 noon.  Ed Turi, Executive Leadership 
Consultant, will present Managing You in 2011. The $20 registration fee includes 
a light lunch provided by Market Street Grill.  To register for this seminar email 
Scott Makin at scott@wabashfriends.org. 

 presented service awards to their Wabash employees 
during a luncheon March 24th at Twenty.  John Niederman, president, recognized 
employees for 15, 10 and 5 years of service to the organization.  Randy 
Easterday, Community Integration Assistant, was recognized for 15 years or 
service; Tammy Thomas, Residential Nigh Assistant, for 10 years; and Mary 

Diana Fields, Community Integration Assistant, and Diann Hawkins, Residential 
Assistant, for 5 years of service.

was recently honored by West 
Bend Mutual Insurance Company as the “New Agency of the Year.”  The 
award was presented to Michael Beauchamp, the agency’s president, by 

Wabash Area Personnel Association will meet Wednesday, April 20, at 
the Honeywell Center Crystal Room.  Registration is 11:10-11:20, business 
meeting is 11:20-noon, with the speaker from noon-1 p.m.  The speaker for 

He will speak on The Value of Trust, based on Stephen Covey’s book.

The Honeywell Center has announced Arts Midwest World Fest, a global 
outreach performing arts program, has selected Wabash as one of its nine host cities in its 2011-2013 series.  The 
program is dedicated to bringing international music ensembles to the Midwest and selected Wabash for its active 
arts community and relative location to Harford City, which is home to a 3M plant.  3M, based in Minneapolis, is a 
major supporter of the World Fest program.  During the two-year program, four ensembles representing distinct 
cultures will visit Wabash.  The ensembles will feature week-long residencies held in coordination with the Honeywell 
Center’s Educational Outreach Program.  During their stay in Wabash they will feature opportunities such as: Public 
and school performances; elementary, middle school, high school and college assemblies that focus on music, 

on this program contact Scott Fulmer, 260.563.1102 ext. 567 or email sfulmer@honeywellcenter.org.

Jason Dawes and Kevin Killen, President Thorne 
Insurance

Tammy Thomas, Diann Hawkins, John Neiderman, 
Diana Fields, Randy Easterday.

Kelly Tighe, West Bend Mutual Sales Director; Mi-
chael Beauchamp, Larry McSpadden, David George, 
Kurt Kramer all of Beauchamp McSpadden; and 
Kevin Stinier, West Bend Mutual President

mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
mailto:scott@wabashfriends.org
mailto:sfulmer@honeywellcenter.org
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LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES FROM THE INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT                         Seasonally

    LABOR                             Adjusted
AREA    FORCE   EMPLOYED  UNEMPLOYED      RATE     RATE
U.S.
February 2011   152,635,000  138,093,000  14,542,000         9.5   8.9
January 2011  (Revised) 152,536,000  137,599,000  14,937,000         9.8   9.0
   February 2010 (Benchmark) 15.,194,000  137,203,000  15,991,000       10.4   9.7

INDIANA
February 2011   3,083,282  2,794,942      288,340         9.4   8.8
January 2011  (Revised) 3,086,945  2,792,330      294,615         9.5   9.1
    February 2010 (Benchmark) 3,119,604  2,758,404      361,200        11.6 10.7

WABASH
February 2011         15,933       14,462          1,471          9.2
January 2011  (Revised)       15,844       14,284          1,560          9.8
    February 2010 (Benchmark)       16,040       13,954          2,086        13.0

Supported by a $35 million grant, Manchester College will break ground this summer on a School of Pharmacy 
designed for world-class education, research and wide-reaching collaborations with hundreds of Northeast 
Indiana health care and education professionals. The school will join the health care growth at Interstate 69 and 
Dupont Road in north Fort Wayne.  This location is just minutes from Parkview’s Regional Medical Center and 
Dupont Hospital, and a quick drive to Lutheran Hospital, St. Joseph Hospital, the VA Northern Indiana Health Care 
System, DeKalb Memorial Hospital in Auburn, Parkview Hospital on Randallia Drive, and the Indiana University 
School of Medicine.  Until its new facility is ready in July 2012, the School of Pharmacy will continue to occupy 

is on-schedule with the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy education.  For more about the Manchester College 
School of Pharmacy, visit http://pharmacy.manchester.edu.

Wabash County Historical Museum is pleased to present Historic Harleys, the Antique 
Motorcycles of Brandt’s Harley Davidson, March 16, 2011 through January 7, 2012.  This 
is a not to be missed display sponsored by First Merchants Bank.  The exhibits may be 
viewed Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission to the Museum including 
the Harley display is $5 for adults, $3 for seniors and children under 12, children 5 and 
under are free.

 A Second Helping    Wednesday, April 13  3 p.m. & 7:30 p.m
  The Church Basement Ladies sequel

 Bob Knight     Saturday, April 16   7:30 p.m.

 Wabash Valley Music Association presents
 The Osmond Brothers   Saturday, April 30  7:30 p.m.

J.P. Hall Farewell Celebration!

Charley Creek Inn Cloud Club

Join the Wabash Marketplace Board of Directors 
for light refreshments and a cash bar to celebrate 
J.P.'s accomplishments and to wish him well on 
his future endeavors.

http://pharmacy.manchester.edu
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

THANK YOU TO THE 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS WHO 

RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIP 
IN MARCH

, 113 Space Park South, Nashville, TN 37211  Phone: 
(615)366-7217  Fax: (615)366-7299 Email: glen.shepard.linkedin@gmail.com  
Our newest member, Glenn Shepard, is the author of six books, including the 
#1 best seller, “How to be the Employee Your Company Can’t Live Without.”  His 
company teaches managers how to manage, notivate, and inspire people to tke 
personal responsibility, buy into the company mission, become real team players, 
and achieve more.  Get Glenn’s free white paper titled “Management 101: What 
Every Supervisor Must Know to Successfully Lead People” by emailing him at 
glenn.shepard.linkedin@gmail.com. 

Bing Fowler Family Dentistry
CITGO
David Hausner
Economic Development Group 
 of Wabash County
Hank’s Construction, Inc.
Leadership Support Services, LLC
Lovebug Floral Boutique
Marvin Wright, DDS
MJV Group, Inc.

Naomi Porter
Office Concepts, Inc.
Papa John’s Pizza
Realtors Association of Central Indiana
Star Excavating
The Body Connection
Todd Adams State Farm Agency
Wabash Appliance & Electronics
Wabash True Value/Just Ask Rental

Member2Member
Discount Card

CORRECTION

T

5 cents off per gallon 
with Cash Payment

mailto:glen.shepard.linkedin@gmail.com
mailto:glenn.shepard.linkedin@gmail.com
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APRIL BLUE RIBBON 
BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

WABASH COUNTY HOSPITAL

Wabash County Hospital has proudly served our 
community for 90 years as an independent, citizen-
owned facility.  Currently maintaining 25 inpatient beds, 
their highly skilled staff provides critical care, surgery, 
emergency services, cancer treatment and much more.  
The hospital is also integral to and an active part of 
the community, providing numerous free wellness and 
educational programs, occupational services for area 
business and industry, home healthcare services, and 
free and discounted health screenings at health fairs 
throughout the year.  All of this is provided without tax 

dollar support—that’s right, the hospital receives no tax dollars for funding.

“People tend to think of us as a small town hospital with limited services, but in fact we have specialists 
for services that many citizens are still unaware of through our facility,” said President/CEO Marilyn 
Custer-Mitchell.  Below is a list that illustrates the depth of that service.

General Surgeons
Orthopedic Surgeons
Cardiologists
Oncologists
Urologist
Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
Gynecologist
Cardiovascular Surgeons
Dermatologist
Gastroenterologist (GI)
Nephrologists
Pain Management Specialist
Physiatrist
Podiatrist
Pulmonologists

Specialty Clinics (see above)
Home Health Care
Hospice
Diabetic counseling
Oncology (medical oncology)
Surgery – inpatient, outpatient
Radiology Servcies

General Radiology
CT (Cat Scan)
MRI
Ultrasound
Nuclear Medicine

Senior Life Solutions
Sleep Disorder Center
Skilled Nursing Center 

Cardiac Rehab
Occupational Medicine Services 
(Corporate Health/Workplace)
Physical and Occupational Therapy 
(Rehab Place)
Inpatient care
Emergency Services
Laboratory

 When asked about the future plans of the hospital, Ms. Custer-Mitchell stated that the committee is still 
working on negotiations for the land.  As the process continues, updates will be sent out to the media.

The Chamber urges our members to remember that we have an excellent critical care hospital right 
here in Wabash County. Wabash County Hospital is a healthcare organization fully accredited by The 
Joint Commission.  Their contact information is:  Wabash County Hospital, 710 N. East St., Wabash, IN  
46992.  Tel. 260.563.3131.  Website:  www.wchospital.com.

http://www.wchospital.com
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From

North Manchester & Wabash County
     Chambers of Commerce

We are planning a special day of celebration in honor of our Wabash County Small Businesses.  Our 
town and county officials will be issuing a special proclamation declaring 

Our purpose is to bring recognition to 
our Chamber members, through activities and events that celebrate them, but also to inform the public 
about the economic contributions of our small businesses and their importance to Wabash County, the 
region and our state.

We are inviting all of our members to get into the spirit of this celebration by planning now to hold special 
events at your business on Wednesday, May 18. This could mean an open house, sales, customer 
appreciation activities, tours or whatever you decide works for your business.  In addition to the above 
proclamation, your Chambers will be doing special advertising to promote your activities, in an effort 
to get the community out to our businesses.  Based upon the feedback you provide per the enclosed 
form, we will be creating brochures with maps that show where each participating business is located.  
We will also display this information in full page ads the day before the event.

We truly want to bring attention to our members and what their businesses provide in products and 
services as well as what our industries produce.  In conjunction with this day, we will also be collecting 
items for the food pantry at Living Well in Wabash County COA.  We will coordinate with transit to 
publicize the availability of transportation to our businesses, as well, for those who may have that need. 
Businesses may participate in the food drive by establishing a collection box at your site.  Transit will 
arrange for pickup of those donations at the end of the event.

In addition to the above, the Wabash County Chamber office public meeting room will be available for 
any business member who does not have a Wabash County storefront to man a display area while we 
serve refreshments throughout the day.  Please be sure and let us know, so we may advertise your 
business at our location that day.

Please help us make this a successful marketing event for you, our members, by choosing to participate, 
filling out the attached form and returning it to the Wabash County Chamber office by April 11, 
2011.  

If you have additional questions, please contact Tim at the North Manchester Chamber at 260.982.7644 
or Kim or Beth at the Wabash office at 260.563.1168.

WACCY GOLF IS COMING — JUNE 8
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RESOURCES AROUND THE STATE

Our next Nonprofit Leadership Series session on 
Financial Management is taking place on April 21, 
and it is not too late to register for this valuable 
session. If you are looking for best practices to 
monitor your organization’s financial health and 
safeguard its assets, this session is not to be 
missed. Register today at:  http://www.cfnps.org/
INLS4.aspx

Financial Management 101
Date: April 21, 2011

The Athenaeum Building
401 E. Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Cost: $110
if you have any questions, contact Georgette Koshko 
directly at: gkoshko@cfnps.org

 
April 21, 2011 

 
Indiana Chamber Conference Center, 
Indianapolis

Presented by    

One year later, there are still more questions than 
answers. But health care reform - courtesy of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act - is a 
reality. And you need to know what you should be 

doing now. A variety of mandates, penalties and 
fines are part of the mix. Are you in compliance 
thus far?
Attend this half-day seminar to get the tools you 
need to clarify your understanding of health care 
reform.  Subjects to be addressed include:

implementation timeline; 
lessons learned from early implementation 
and “mythbusters;” 
new regulations and other guidance impacting 
employers, including establishment of 
exchanges and employer/individual 
penalties; 
market changes for plan year beginning 
September 23, 2010; changes that apply to 
grandfathered plans, as well; 
essential minimum benefits; 
penalties for non-compliance; 
subsidies to offset premiums; and 
status of repeal efforts and court 
challenges.

The Human Resource Certification Institute 

strategic recertification credit. 
You may register by contacting Sarah at (800) 
824-6885 or s eminars@indianachamber.com. 
When registering, please use the priority code 

.  This seminar is worth one (1) credit 
toward the completion of your Human Resource 

e

HOOSIER WOMEN VETERANS CONFERENCE 2011

Registration 8:00 a.m. — Event 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

2840 Lafayette Road — Indianapolis, IN  46222

Please register at 

http://www.cfnps.org/
mailto:gkoshko@cfnps.org
mailto:eminars@indianachamber.com
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BUSINESS ATTENDEES AND SPONSORS STILL NEEDED 
FOR 10TH ANNUAL HONOR STUDENT LUNCHEON

The Wabash County and North Manchester Chambers of Commerce will be co-sponsoring the 10th Annual Honor 
Student Luncheon on Thursday, April 21, 2011, at the Honeywell Center, 275 W. Market St, Wabash, IN.

Southwood, Wabash City and Whites), and to have an opportunity to encourage local talent to return to their home 
county for employment opportunities during the summers or after graduation from their college experience. This 
is just a small step in the effort to cultivate the “brain gain” in Indiana, building our future workforce. 

This event has been overwhelmingly successful over the past nine years. The Chambers of Commerce hope to 

be paired according to area of vocational interest for maximum networking opportunity, as well as offering the 
students the chance to gain keen insights into real world aspects of that particular area of business.  Internships 
and summer employment opportunities will also be announced.  

Karen Eilts-Walter, owner of Make It Your Own Art Studio and Co-owner of Hank’s Construction, will be the 
keynote speaker.  As an encouragement to have our students return and utilize their talents in Wabash County, Ms. 

her business in her home community.

Manchester College will once again be the luncheon’s 
Academic Sponsor.  Executive Vice President David F. 
McFadden will serve as the event emcee.  The 2011 America’s 
Best Colleges guide of U.S. News & World Report ranks 
Manchester College 18th in the Midwest among “Best 
Colleges” and eighth in its “Great Schools, Great Prices” ranking. MC has received the “Best College” ranking 
for 16 consecutive years. The Princeton Review college guide also consistently ranks Manchester as a “Best in 
the Midwest.”

Supporters of the Honor Student Luncheon are encouraged to make reservations to attend and network with the 
students as well as sponsor student lunches.  The cost is $25 per person or student sponsorship.  Invitations were 
recently mailed to businesses and reservations are due by April 6.  Registration is available at www.wabashchamber.
org or you may contact either Chamber for more information.  Telephone North Manchester 260.982.7644 or 
Wabash 260.563.1168.

Committee members for this joint project 
include Co-Chairs Trisha Metzger, Beacon 
Credit Union and  Lindsay Culver, Midwest Eye 
Consultants; Jan Roland, Wabash City Schools; 
Linda VanVoorhis, Edward Jones; Jeri Kornegay, 
Manchester College; Tim McLaughlin, North 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce; and 
Kimberly Pinkerton and Beth Miller, Wabash 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Students listen closely at a previous Honor Student Luncheon
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The next  Business Before Hours will be April  13, 
7:00 a.m., at the Honeywell Center, 275 W. Market St., 
Wabash.  Business Sponsors are  

Manchester College

 of Wabash County

Charley Creek Inn
The emcee will be Whitney Myers, Wabash County 

260.563.1168, email info@wabashchamber.org or visit 
our web site at www.wabashchamber.org.
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May 26, 2011
4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

MEMBERSHIP UPCOMING EVENTS

networking opportunity!!

Special Exhibits 
 by Local Attractions

Refreshments
No Charge

Reservations Requested

Hidden Hollows Retreat in Lagro

Come join the fun on April 14 when the 
Young Professionals Network meet at 

at 5:30 p.m.  
Good Food —Good Friends — Great Networking

CANDIDATE DEBATE
Wednesday, April 20, 2011

Honeywell Center — Honeywell Room
6:30 p.m.

Open to the Public

Candidates vying for Wabash City Council General 
Election ballot positions in Districts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
two At-Large seats have been invited to participate.  
Those candidates are Tina Carroll, Bill Hapner, 
Preston Miracle, James Wenrich, Paul Lewis, 
Pat Lynn, Harold Chatlosh, Jim Cosby, Joan 
Haag, William Evans and John Gilpin.  Races 
not contested in the primary election will not be 
represented.

The general public is encouraged to submit written 

Street, Wabash or info@wabashchamber.org 
regarding issues they view as important in this 
year's elections.  Submissions are due by Friday, 
April 15.

The debate will be moderated by local media 
representatives.

Thursday, May 12, 2011
 Sponsored by: Bickford Cottage

Lori Eltzroth, Beacon Credit Union, will present "The 
Art of Working with People."  Rapport, charisma, 

with others.  In this session work to enhance your 
interpersonal skills for more effective communication 
so that you can achieve better results with all kinds 
of people.  Call the Chamber to register, 260-563-
1168 or email info@wabashchamber.org.  The cost 
is $12 for members or $24 for non members.

mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
http://www.wabashchamber.org
mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
mailto:info@wabashchamber.org
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BOARD MEMBERS 
2010-2011

Mark Sapusek, Chair 
 Visionary Web/Computers
Marilyn Custer-Mitchell, Chair Elect
 Wabash County Hospital
Kristi Lundquist, Vice Chair
 Lundquist Appraisals
Doug Mays, Treasurer

Brian Campbell
       Randall Miller & Associates
Rob Pearson, Past Chair
       Wabash County REMC
Kimberly Pinkerton, President
       Chamber of Commerce

Phil Brown
 Alumitech
Larry Hoover
 Quality Electric
Lindsay Culver
 Midwest Eye Consultants
Matt Mize
 Attorney
Lance Agness
 Ford Meter Box Company
Jason Callahan
 Wabash City Schools
Kathy Jones
 First Farmers Bank & Trust
Darin Hadley
 Wells Fargo Bank
Rachel Cruz
 Wabash County REMC
Brian Mallow
 State Farm Insurance
Ellen Mock
 Honweywell Foundation
Sandra Weaver
 MSD Wabash County
Jim Widner
 Mutual Bank
Bill Konyha
 EDG Wabash County
Mayor Robert Vanlandingham
 City of Wabash
Dan Hannaford
 Town of North Manchester 

large rotating banner ad on the Chamber website.    

We thank and salute those member businesses who carry 

Beacon Credit Union
Pettit Printing, Inc.
Crossroads Bank

Charley Creek Foundation
Bulldog Battery

Wells Fargo Bank

First Merchants Bank
Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.

First Farmers Bank & Trust
Physicians Health Plan of Northern Indiana, Inc.

Mutual Bank
Duke Energy

RBF, Inc.

Upcoming Events
April 13   7 - 8:30 a.m.  Business Before Hours
       Honeywell Center

April 14   5:30 p.m.  Young Professionals Network Mixer
       GoodFellas Pizza

 April 20  5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Reception for JP Hall
       Charley Creek Inn Cloud Club

April 20   6:30 p.m.  Candidate Debate
       Honeywell Center

April 21   11:30 a.m.  Honor Student Luncheon
       Honeywell Center

May 12   12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch Bytes Seminar
       Chamber Conference Room

May 26   4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Business After Hours
       Wabash County Convention 
       & Visitors Bureau

ÙÑÔÜ ÓÛÓÞÛÎÍ



HONOR STUDENT LUNCHEON
Thursday, April 21, 2011

and

Contact:  _________________________________   Company: ______________________________________________

*(Representative(s) Attending & Area of Expertise: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ___________________________________________________State _________ Zip ________________

Name on Card: _____________________________

Card # _________________________________________  Exp. __________   Security Code: ____________

Authorized signature: ______________________________________________________________________

Return reservation form by March 25 to:  Wabash County Chamber of Commerce, 210 S. Wabash St., Wabash, IN  
46992 or FAX 260.563.6920 or email info@wabashchamber.org.

mailto:info@wabashchamber.org





